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Ralph Johnson Bunche was a man of rare vision.  Born into a family of limited financial means, Bunche enjoyed the love and support of an extended family.  He received a huge dose of ‘race pride’ from his grandmother, Nana.  This message of race pride would serve as a vaccine against the toxins of racism and poverty that beset his local community and the wider world.  
 
To the young people here today I say learn from Bunche’s example.  He did not bemoan his state of affairs instead he prepared to make a difference in his world.
 
At the dawn of the 21st century, there is much that we can learn from the life and work of Ralph Johnson Bunche. 
 
· Bunche was disciplined.  A fierce competitor, Bunche recognized the importance of PREPARATION. 
 
· Bunche was dedicated to a vision of social justice that informed his practice as an educator, analyst, activist and diplomat. 
 
· Bunche understood and used the art and science of listening to advance the cause of the oppressed and promote peace. 
 
· Bunche mastered the art and craft of compromise.  As the father of ‘peacekeeping’, Bunche recognized the importance of finding ‘common ground’ between adversaries.  
 
Discipline, vision, listening and compromise – these, I maintain, are critical life skills that are needed in full measure in today’s world – in Lagos and Los Angeles.  In Warri and Washington.  In Benin City and Baltimore.  Our world is even more integrated than the one bequeathed to us by Bunche’s generation.  Our futures are inextricably linked together.  In acknowledging the contributions of Bunche, Awolowo, Azikiwe, Ransome-Kuti, Nkrumah and Mandela – let us rededicate our lives to a world rooted in justice, peace and prosperity for all.
